
School days: Janet Barthel, a part-time assistant ment. The school educates 40 children in grades 
teacher at Immanuel Lutheran School in Shirley, one through eight. All the children share a class- 
helps second-grader Casey Binish with an assign- room for most of the school day. 







Farming folks 
surely enjoy 
their quiet town 


By Lisa Sumter 

Press-Gazette 

SHIRLEY — Some lo¬ 
cal folks like to make 
jokes about people danc¬ 
ing in the streets after 
sundown in this Brown 
County community. 

But a quick drive 
through Shirley and 
more serious conversa¬ 
tion with residents re¬ 
veals a quiet farming 
community. 

Shirley is about 13 
miles southeast of Green 
Bay. Its borders sur¬ 
round farms, two feed 
mills, a tavern, a Luther¬ 
an church and grade 
school and the Glenmore 
Town Hall. 

Lana Ossman de¬ 
scribes Shirley as a 
peaceful place where 
farms are passed down 
through the generations. 
She and her husband Ted 
and his two brothers own 
three farmsteads on 
more than 700 acres of 
land that make ud Emer¬ 
ald Acres. 

The large white house 
at 5795 Dickinson Road, 
where she lives with her 
husband and children 
Nathan, 13, and Rachel, 
7, exudes the "neighbor¬ 
ly” feeling she says pre¬ 
vails in the community. 

Work is the main or¬ 
der of the day in Shirley, 
Ossman says. When 
there is time for social 
activities, they usually 
are organized through 
churches. 

"Years back they prob¬ 
ably had a lot of Fourth 
of July picnics and 
things like that but now 
people are pretty busy,” 
she says. "They don’t 
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take time to get together 
as a group.” 

Dave Van Gheem was 
a truck driver who made 
deliveries to the Shirley 
Feed Mill, 3809 Shirley 
Road, before he bought 
the business in 1969. The 
mill and bar on the prop¬ 
erty burned in 1986. 

Van Gheem rebuilt the 
business and added auto¬ 
mated equipment that he 
says makes it "about as 
modern a mill as you’re 
going to find.” 

The mill is at Dickin¬ 
son and Shirley roads, 
right in the middle of 
downtown Shirley. Van 
Gheem lives on site, in a 
mobile home next to the 
mill. He has the best seat 
in the house to observe 
daily community life — 
as well as the night life. 

"A lot of nights I go to 
bed listening to the mu¬ 
sic across the street." he 
says. "It doesn’t really 
bother me, depending on 
what kind of music 
they’re playing. If it’s 
country and western, I 
like it.” 

The source of Van 
Gheem’s lullabyes is The 
Farmstead Tavern, 5904 
Dickinson Road. The 
bar, owned by Dennis 
"Chi Chi” Oleck, is in a 
huge stone building. 

The Farmstead, 
known as Shirley Hall in 
1906, was the site this 
summer of the first Shir¬ 
ley Days, which Oleck 
hopes to make an annual 
event. 

Education is a cozy af¬ 
fair at Immanuel Luther¬ 



Meal mixer: Dave Van Gheem works on a control panel 
that is used to mix feed rations at the Shirley Feed Mill. 
Van Gheem bought the mill in 1969. 


an School, 3737 Shirley 
Road. Children in grades 
1 to 8 share a classroom 
for most of the day. A 
principal, two teachers, 
an assistant and volun¬ 
teers make up the staff. 

There are 40 students 
enrolled, including a 
first-grade class com¬ 
posed solely of girls. 

A family atmosphere 
pervades, no doubt fos¬ 
tered by the mixing of 
grades and many siblings 
in the classroom. Princi¬ 
pal Grant Barthel says 
these factors create an 
environment conducive 
to learning 

"There’s a lot less 
pressure for kids to con¬ 
form to one age group or 
grade level," he said. 

Barthel’s wife Janet 
also helps out at Im¬ 
manuel. She says the stu¬ 
dents learn to interact 
with children of all ages. 

’/You’ll see eighth- 
graders playing with 
first-graders sometimes," 
she said. "A while ago 
we had a first-grade girl 
who wanted to play foot¬ 
ball and the boys were 
pretty tolerant and let 
her play.” 

■ Next week: Fish Creek 
in Door County 



The Shirley file 

□ Population: 60, as estimated by 
local residents. 

□ Who is Shirley: It might be ro¬ 
mantic to imagine that a lovesick 
suitor named tne community aner 
the woman of his dreams but that's 
not the case 

A history of the town of Glenmore. 
written by David Koenig, says local 
men congregating at the general 
store years ago took the name from 
a can of paint. The brand name: Shir¬ 
ley. 

□ School notes: The dividing line 
between school districts cuts a jag¬ 
ged path through Shirley. When 
boundaries were drawn for the De 
Pere and Denmark school districts, 
Shirley residents living along County 
Highway G chose between the two. 
Denmark Superintendent David 
Ewald says 

In some cases next door neigh¬ 
bors send their children to different 
districts, residents say. 







